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PHE LITERARY SOCIETIES. 


The Wirt and Websterian Literary So¬ 
cieties are playing an increasingly large 
part in student life. Those students who 
are especially interested in this phase 
of student activities are very en¬ 
thusiastic over the prospects. The at¬ 
tendance has been exceedingly good, 
about twice the ordinary attendance in 
the past; and the interest is so great that 
even the leaders are surprised at their 
own success. One remarked the other 
day that he had not seen such meetings 
since he entered college. The fact is 
that the students have undertaken the 
work of the year in a very businesslike 
fashion and have infused into the work 
some of that enthusiasm which charac¬ 
terizes Auburn. Both societies have 
made programs for the year and one of 
them has printed its program for dis¬ 
tribution among the high schools of the 
State. Both are looking forward to the 
Thanksgiving Debate with unusual en¬ 
thusiasm. The Dramatic Club will prob¬ 
ably join in making the program for the 
occasion a great celebration. With 
sponsors, colors and yells, the occasion 
will take on some of the excitement of 
an athletic contest. Both societies are 
planning to celebrate the birthdays of 
their name-fathers with appropriate ex¬ 
ercises, probably a banquet and an even¬ 
ing of toasting. These are some of the 
plans, and there are others, of which we 
shall see the full fruition later. 

It has occurred to the editor that many 
older members of the societies might 
like to write to us of the literary socie¬ 
ty activities when they were in college. 


Before the day of fraternities, these clubs 
were the chief student social organiza¬ 
tions. The echoes of glorious formen 
days will add to our present revival of 
enthusiasm. If you have a share of 
happy reminiscences, let us help you en¬ 
joy them. 


THE EVER INCREASING STUDENT 
BODY. 


The enrollment is over nine hundred 
and is still soaring. In spite of every 
reason for staying away, the boys stiil 
come. It is estimated that between fifty 
and one hundred boys were prevented 
from coming to Auburn by the enlist¬ 
ment of the National Guard. The farm¬ 
ers have had the worst year in many, 
being thankful if a good half of a crop 
is left by the floods and the weevil. Yet 
our classes are crowded. Hard times 
sends more boys to college than pros¬ 
perity. Appeals for help in securing a 
college education are quite as numerous 
as the students in college, and a very 
large percentage of our students are earn¬ 
ing all or a part of their expenses. Per¬ 
haps we may say that there are just more 
boys to go to college in Alabama now 
than there were a few years ago. Per¬ 
haps we are indebted to the skillful way 
in which our advertising is being done. 
There is no doubt of the general confi¬ 
dence in the work done by the college 
and of the loyalty of the boys of yester¬ 
day. For these good reasons, and no 
doubt others, more boys are coming to 
Auburn each year. It is easy to see how 
hard it is to get along without the one 
hundred thousand dollars which the 
legislature before the last put into a 
draw-string bag for us and which has 
not yet been released. We shall at least 
have good company whether we have 
any money or not. It must be some sat¬ 
isfaction to the student committee that 
it has almost reached its aim, to get one 
thousand boys for Auburn in 1917. 


AUBURN AND THE STOCK SHOW. 


The recent Live Stock Show in Mont¬ 
gomery gave Auburn a prominent place 
on the program. Mr. I. T. Quinn, an 
Auburn graduate, who is Farm Demon¬ 
strator for Montgomery County, had a 
good deal to do with the planning of the 
exhibition. One day was called Auburn 
Day, and places on the program were 
given to Professor Duggar, Professor 
Ford, Dr. Thach, and others connected 
with the college. The Auburn Band fur¬ 
nished the music for the day and con¬ 
tributed greatly to the success of one 
of the most enjoyable days of the show. 
While this method is effective in calling 
in Alabama, the college through the De- 
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partment of Animal Husbandry, two live 
stock experts traveling all the time, the 
'Co-operative Creamery, frequent bulle¬ 
tins, and a voluminous correspondence, 
attention to the profits of stock farming 
is daily driving home to individual farm¬ 
ers the necessity of diversifying his farm 
work.. The college is assuredly meeting 
the demand of the hour in this important 
field. 


I)R. THACH AND THE ROTARY 
CLUB. 


A few days ago Dr. Thach was invited 
by the business men of Montgomery to 
address them on the subject of “Educa¬ 
tion for Business.” The president’s re¬ 
marks were in his usual happy and 
forceful vein. He reminded his audi¬ 
ence that the business of a college was 
to prepare boys for life of which business 
was a most important part; that business 
needed, above all, trained men, and that 
training was not simply the sharpening 
of wits to win success, but also the shap¬ 
ing of souls for the appreciation and 
ehjoyment of cultural and spiritual 
values. The address was highly com¬ 
mended by the Rotary Club and by the 
daily papers. 


THE AMENDMENT IS CARRIED. 


The Alumnus wishes to extend hearty 


congratulations to Superintendent Feagin 
upon the passage of the Educational 
Amendment. While others gave a great 
deal of time and energy to write this 
change in our law, no one probably 
worked so hard or with such success as 
Mr. Feagin. The college, through its stu¬ 
dents, faculty, and traveling representa¬ 
tives, did its share in creating sentiment 
for the amendment, and is proud to feel 
that it had a real share in the success; 
but our hats are off to that genial, coura¬ 
geous Auburn man, ‘Billy” Feagin, to 
whose wise management and tireless ac¬ 
tivity most credit is due for the passage 
of the most important item of educational 
legislation in Alabama in many a day. 


THE ARMY OFFICER. 


It is understood that the Army officer 
who is soon to take charge of military 
affairs at Auburn will arrive during 
December. It is impossible to say now 
just what changes will come about in the 
organization of the corps when the new 
courses are introduced. This uncer¬ 
tainty and the speculation among the 
students as to possible changes in the 
administration of discipline will make 
his coming quite an event in college 
circles. Any one claiming to have the 
slightest glimpse of information or con¬ 
jecture on the subject can secure an 
attentive street-corner audience in a 
very short time. 


COLLEGE NEWS 


AUBURN 92; MERCER 0. 


Auburn romped over, around and 
through Mercer in a long drawn out con¬ 
test, and defeated the Baptists by the 
score of 92 to 0. The Mercer team ap¬ 
peared in poor condition and they took 
out time so often that the game became 
uninteresting. The game was featured 
by the brilliant attack shown by Auburn; 
both first and second string men starring 
on the offense. Bill Donahue was the 
sensation of the afternoon, for with five 
trials of carrying the ball, he made four 
touchdowns, with average runs of fifty 
yards each, and was only downed on 
the ten yard line on the other occasion. 
Henderson, at right half, led Mercer’s 
attack, and was largely responsible for 
the three first downs made by the Bap¬ 
tists. 

Line-Up. 

AUBURN MERCER 

Ducote_L. E. -Bell 

Wynne._L. T.__Gordon 

Fricke. j. ___L. G.___Vinson 


Goodwin_ C. -Drane 

Campbell_R. G. -Mayo 

Bonner_R. T._Bloodworth 

Williamson_R. E. -0. Quinn 

Hairston_Q. B.-Fuss 

Pat Jones_L. H._Newton 

Prendergast_R. H._Henderson 

Rickenbaker_F. B.-Bass 

Substitution: Mercer—Weekley for Blood- 
worth, Bennett for Newton, Rodenberry 
for Gordon, Worthy for Vincent, Roden¬ 
berry for Mayo. 

Auburn—Donahue for Jones, Scott for 
Prendergast, Revington for Rickenbaker, 
Sample for Wynne, Chas. Jones for Wil¬ 
liamson, Burns for Ducote, Beard for 
Fricke, H. Bonner for Sample, Pat Jones 
for Hairston, Nall for Donahue, Storey 
for Chas. Jones, Williamson for Scott 
Stickney for Revington. 

Summary: Touchdowns—Stickney 2, 
Rickenbaker 4, Revington 1, Donahue 4, 
Hairston 1, Prendergast 1, H. Bonner 1. 

Goals from touchdown—Hairstt n 5, 
Scott 3. 

Officials—Counselman, referee; Moriarty, 
umpire; Penton, head-linesman. 
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AUBURN 28; GLEMSON 0. 


With a week’s training the Auburn 
defense looked much better against 
Clemson, and the Tigers from Carolina 
failed to make first down while Auburn 
was scoring four touchdowns. The 
score hardly shows the difference be¬ 
tween the Iwo teams as Auburn lost at 
least two touchdowns through penalties 
and fumbles. 

The line which presented a very good 
appearance on defense failed to measure 
up to expectations on offense and it was 
only the brilliant running of Prender¬ 
gast and Steed aided by the splendid 
interference of Captain Hairston that 
put Auburn in a position to score four 
touchdowns. 

Clemson presented a varied attack and 
had good interference on end runs. The 
star play from Clemson came when 
Banks returned a kickoff for sixty yards. 

Auburn’s light backs, Jones and Dona¬ 
hue, showed up well though in for a 
short while. Revington, another fresh¬ 
man, also looked promising. 

Line-Up and Summary. 


AUBURN 



CLEMSON 

Wynne_ 


_L. E. ._ 

_Wiehl 

Sample. _ 


_L. T. . 

_ Mathews 

Fricke_ 


L. G. ... 

_ Poole 

Robinson 


__C._ 

_ Brannon 

Campbell. 


.R. G. .. 

_Niblitz 

Bonner.. 


_R. T. .. 

_ Hart 

Ducote_ 


_R. E. .. 

Adams 

Hairston, 

Captain 

..Q, B. . 

Finley 

Steed_ 

L. H. B. 

Witsel, Capt. 

Prendergast 

R. H. B. 

_ .Thackston 

Revington 


F. B. ... 

_ Sams 

Score bv 
AUBURN 

periods: 

. .7 

0 14 7—28 


CLEMSON _0 0 0 0—0 

Substitutions: Auburn—Jones for Wynne, 
Donahue for Steed, Rickenbaker for Rev¬ 
ington, Goodwin for Sample, Pat Jones 
for Donahue, Scott for Prendergast, 
Stickney for Rickenbaker, Williamson 
for Jones, Beard for Fricke, H. Bonner 
for Campbell. 

Clemson—Camon for Hart, Banks for 
Thackston, Dueken for Wiehl. 

Summary: Touchdowns—Prendergast 2; 
Revington; Rickenbaker. 


AUBURN 7; MISSISSIPPI A. & M. 3. 


Auburn defeated Mississippi A. & M. 
seven to three in a listless game of foot¬ 
ball at Rickwood Park, Birmingham, Ala. 
It was the last of the October games for 
Auburn, and the team was expected to 
show good form. The team appeared 
considerably off color, however, and 
only managed to get together for one 
drive which resulted in the lone touch¬ 
down of the day. 

The play was almost entirely in Mis¬ 
sissippi’s territory, but Auburn lacked 


the punch at the needed time and Mis¬ 
sissippi would punt out of danger only 
to have Auburn bring the ball back and 
then lose it again on downs. 

Only once did the team show the 
punch, and that was when Revington 
bucked the ball within two feet of the 
goal line, and then saw Stickney, who 
replaced him, take it over. 

The Mississippi offense failed to show 
against the Auburn line, and only once 
did the Farmers get within striking dis¬ 
tance of the Auburn goal. This came 
when Mississippi worked a forward pass 
from the middle of the field where they 
got possession of the ball on downs. 
After trying the Auburn line for no gains, 
“Dutch” Schwill was called on and he 
responded by kicking a pretty goal from 
placement. 

There was no more scoring and the 
game ended 7 to 3. For Mississippi, Car¬ 
penter, at tackle, played a star defensive 
game, and Schwill carried off the honors 
on the defense. Auburn’s play was 
brightened by the work of Captain Hair¬ 
ston and Halfback Prendergast. 


The Line-Ups and 

Summary 

AUBURN 7; 


MISS. A. & M. 3. 

Fricke 

_L. G. 

Brunson 

Sample _ __ . 

_L. T. 

_Carpenter 

Wynne 

_L. E. 

_ Reese 

Robinson . 

_C. .. 

__ Spurlock 

Campbell _ 

...R. G. 

. .Oswalt 

Bonner „ 

_R. T. 

_Parson 

Ducote 

_R. E. 

_ Shaw 

Hairston 

_...Q. B. 

_Bobo 

Prendergast_ 

_R. 11. 

Vance 

Steed_ 

_L. 11. 

_Weeks 

Rickenbaker_ 

___F. B. 

Schwill 


Summary: Referee, Bocock, George¬ 
town; umpire, McAllister, Tennessee; 
head linesman, Counselman, V. M. 1. 
Time of periods: 15 minutes and 12 min¬ 
utes. 

Auburn scoring—Touchdown: Stick¬ 
ney. Goal after touchdown, Prendergast. 
Mississippi scoring—Goal from place¬ 
ment, Schwill. 

Substitutions: Auburn—Revington for 
Rickenbaker; Stickney for Revington; 
Revington for Stickney; C. Jones for Rev¬ 
ington; Beard for Ducote; H. Bonner for 
Fricke. 

Mississippi A. & M.—Truss for Vance; 
Vance for Truss; Gaddy for Vance. 


AUBURN 3; UNIVERSITY OF 
GEORGIA 0. 


When “Moon Ducote booted the ball 
over the goal in a try from placement 
on the forty-five yard line he won for 
Auburn one of the most exciting games 
ever played on a Southern gridiron. 

True to tradition the Auburn-Georgia 
game was a clean, hard fight from the 
time the whistle blew to start the game 
until the Field Judge sounded “taps.” 
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The largest crowd that ever attended 
:a game in the South outside those staged 
in Atlanta and Birmingham, witnessed 
the conflict, and gave credit to Columbus 
for handling the game in great shape. 
The seating arrangement was ideal and 
the hundreds of automobiles were so 
parked that all the occupants of the cars 
could witness the game from the side¬ 
lines. 

The game was a fierce light, with Au¬ 
burn showing a slight advantage in play 
as the ball was kept in Georgia’s territory 
most of the game. The Athenians, how¬ 
ever, presented a stiff defense, and the 
game frequently resolved itself into a 
punting duel between Donnelly and 
Prcndergast, with honors about even. 

Auburn had two excellent chances to 
score but threw one away on a fumble 
and another was lost when Georgia 
made her great stand on the one-yard 
line. Donnelly kicking from behind his 
goal line kicked to the thirty-eight yard 
line. An end run placed the ball in 
front of the goal posts and “Moon” Du- 
cote booted the ball over in a kick that 
would easily have carried from the fifty- 
five yard line. 

Every man on both teams deserves 
credit for playing a splendid game, but 
the honors for brilliant work on the 
offense go to Jim Reynolds, of Georgia, 
and “Booskie” Prcndergast, of Auburn. 
These two halfbacks displayed sufficient 
class to be ranked with the best in the 
South. 

The Line-Ups 


GEORGIA, 0; 


AUBURN, 3. 

Revnolds 

__L. E. _ 

__Steed 

Thrash_ 

_ _ L. T._ 

. Wynne 

Petrie 

L. G. _ 

_Campbell 

Pew _ _ 

.... C. _ 

_Robinson 

Beasley _ 

_R. G. _ 

Frieke 

McConnell 

_R. T. _ 

_ Bonner 

Tate _ _ 

_R. E. 

_C. Jones 

Donnellv 

Q. B. 

_Hairston 

McLaws 

_L. H. B. 

, _Ducote 

J. Reynolds 

_R. H. B. 

-Prendergast 

Neville_ 

_F. B. 

_Revington 


Summary 

Field Goal—Ducote. 

Substitutes—For Georgia: Ferguson 
for Petrie, Petrie for Ferguson, Dezen- 
dorff for McLaws, Hutchinson for Petrie. 

For Auburn: Sample for Wynne, Rick- 
enbaker for Revington, Goodwin for 
Robinson, Donahue for Rickenbaker. 

Officials: Referee, Barry, Georgetown; 
Umpire, Williams, Virginia; Head lines¬ 
man, Councilman, V. P. I.; Field Judge, 
Bocock, Georgetown. 


PUBLIC SPEAKING. 


Contests under the supervision of the 
English Department. 

1. The Auburn-Mississippi A. and M. 


Debate. Speakers will go to Starkville 
this year. Open to all students. 

2. The Auburn-Tulane Debate. Open 
to all students. The contest will be held 
in Auburn this year. 

3. The Auburn-North Carolina A. and 
M. Debate. Open to all students. The 
contest will be held in Auburn this year. 

4. The Cox Medal Alabama Intercol¬ 
legiate Oratorical Contest. Open to all 
students. This will be held in Montgom¬ 
ery this year. Auburn has won most of 
the medals. Mr. Cox is an Auburn man. 

5. The Intercollegiate Peace Contest. 
Open to all students. Speeches must be 
for international peace. Auburn organi¬ 
zed the contest last year. 

(>. The Triangular Debate. Open to 
students in agricultural courses. This 
contest requires two teams, one to debate 
the University of Georgia and the other 
the A. and M. of North Carolina. The 
teams take opposite sides of the same 
question. 

7. The Inter-Society Thanksgiving De¬ 
bate between the Wirt and Websterian 
Societies. Only members of the societies 
are eligible for the trials. The winning 
side gets a loving cup. The Wirts now 
hold it. 

8. The Inter-Society Oratorical Con¬ 
test on Washington’s Birthday. The 
same conditions prevail for this contest 
as for the last. A medal is given to the 
individual winner. 

9. The Junior Oratorical Contest at 
Commencement. Only Juniors are eligi¬ 
ble. A medal is given to the winner. 

10. The Senior Oratorical Contest at 
Commencement. Only Seniors are eligi¬ 
ble. A medal is given to the winner. 

11. The Best Debater Medals. These 
medals are given by the Trustees. The 
contest is held late in the spring and only 
those who have excellent literary society 
records are eligible. Two medals are 
given, one to each society. 

12. Oratorical Prizes. Two medals 
are given by the college to orators in the 
Societies. The contest is open only to 
freshmen and sophomores. 

13. Sophomore Medal for Best De¬ 
bater. The contest is held late in the 
spring. Each section of Sophomore 
English may have two contestants, who 
must win their places by a good record 
in the fortnightly debates. 

14. Sophomore Debate Loving Cup. 
This prize is given to the section winning 
the largest number of major contests in 
the class debates. 

15. The Freshman Declaimers’ Medal. 
This contest is held on May the first. All 
freshmen are eligible in the preliminary 
contests. About twelve men will be 
selected for the final. 
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ALUMNI NOTES 


PRESIDENT THACH ADDRESSES THE 
MONTGOMERY CHAMBER OE 
COMMERCE. 


Dr. Charles Coleman Thach, president 
of the Alabama Polytechnic Institute, 
was the guest of honor at the annual fall 
dinner of the Chamber of Commerce, of 
Montgomery, Ala., which was held on the 
night of the thirty-first of October. 

Over one hundred and twenty-five 
members of the Chamber of Commerce 
attended the dinner and applauded the 
remarks of President Thach. 

Of Dr. Thach’s address the Montgom¬ 
ery Advertiser publishes the following 
paragraphs: 

Knowledge Is Power 

Dr. Thach said there is dignity in 
labor; that results could only be obtained 
by training, and that in knowledge only 
is there power. 

‘Montgomery and Auburn are related”, 
said Dr. Thach, “in that Montgomery 
deals in commodities while at Auburn 
we are training young men to develop 
these commodities. 

“Upon education and training depends 
products of mines, fields and factories, 
because without training or intelligence 
there can be no corn, no cotton nor 
manufactured commodities. 

Example from the War 

“A good example of what training 
means is shown in the great conflict now 
waging across the Atlantic. There is a 
nation practically surrounded by ene¬ 
mies, and has been for the past two 
years, yet it is holding its own and may 
for two, four, six years, no one can tell. 
In its army there is but one illiterate to 
every 10,000 men, while the Russian 
army has 0,000 illiterates to every 10,000 
men. 

“The great difference in trained and 
untrained labor is shown in a compari¬ 
son of the work done by English and 
American laborers. Supplied with the 
identical machinery, the latter turn out 
two and one-half times the finished 
product as does the former. 

“The scientific or new education, that 
which takes the crude boy and teaches 
him how to do, makes him the force 
which produces wealth. 

Prosperity and Education 

“Material and moral education are 
closely woven and prosperity depends 
entirely upon education. 

‘ In closing his address Dr. Thach said 
some persons are surprised to learn that 
there are 925 boys at Auburn during 
“these hard times.” Dr. Thach attributed 
the large attendance at Auburn and at 
other colleges to that very fact for he 


said L ai the parents of the boys and girls- 
were realizing that it is becoming neces¬ 
sary for them to be trained in order that 
they may have more sense and thus over 
come “hard times.” 

“Spreading intelligence is the only 
way to conquer and to become free,” 
said Dr. Thach. 

Governor Henderson, Major 1). M. An¬ 
drews, of the United States engineer’s 
department; W. E. Feagin, State Super¬ 
intendent of Education; Congressman S. 
Hugh Dent; W. S. Lounsbury, member¬ 
ship secretary of the Alabama Chamber 
of Commerce; Colonel Leo Strassburger 
and Mayor \Y. T. Robinson each addres¬ 
sed a few remarks following Dr. Thach’s 
address, and each took occasion to say 
how much he had enjoyed it. 


JOURNAL LAUDS DR. THACH. 


In an editorial commenting upon the 
annual luncheon of the Chamber of Com¬ 
merce, the Montgomery Journal had the 
following to say concerning the address 
of President Thach: 

“The annual luncheon given by the 
Chamber of Commerce at the Exchange 
Hotel Tuesday evening was most happily 
featured by addresses from prominent 
Alabamians and by leading members of 
the association. 

Dr. Charles C. Thach, president of the 
Alabama Polytechnic Institute, who had 
been especially invited to deliver an ad¬ 
dress on education, was most happy in 
his remarks, quitting as he did the old 
• eaten line so often traversed by educa¬ 
tors and those speaking on the subject of 
education, and pursued a line of thought 
that pointed directly to the practical ad¬ 
vantages of education, directed attention 
to the mind that was given knowledge 
and the hand that was trained to do 
things; and he showed by statistics and 
by illustration of facts beyond dispute 
the wide difference between the skilled 
and unskilled labor as an asset to the 
state and to the country. 

“He was most thoughtful in his re¬ 
marks. They were appropriate to the 
occasion. They interested, fascinated, 
pleased the large audience of practical 
business men. 

Dr. Thach, as everybody knows who 
cares to know anything about the school 
of which he is the honored president, 
can point to practical demonstrations, 
and right here in Montgomery, of the cor¬ 
rectness of his theory of the kind and 
character of an education a boy skould 
receive, and the future value of that boy 
so educated, with a trained hand as well 
as brain, to the community in which he 
resides. 
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THE LETTER BOX. 

WANTS MILITARY TRAINING FOR 
COMMENCEMENT. 


The Auburn Alumnus, 

Auburn, Ala. 

Dear Editor: 

I noted with special interest your edi¬ 
torial in the last issue on “The Students 
and Commencement.” 

It was with much regret that I noticed 
the last year’s program did not include 
any military features, which, it was ex¬ 
plained, had been transferred to the mid¬ 
dle of the session. As shown by your 
article, the authorities have studied the 
problem out carefully, and have done 
what they considered best; but the writer 
must confess to a feeling of disappoint¬ 
ment. The lure of Commencement Days 
had lost a great deal of its glamor with 
the passing of the military drills. 

As far as the crack company competi¬ 
tive drills, I rather approve of the way 
this has been changed. Most of its fine 
points were lost on the average visitor, 
and it was never as pleasing a sight as 
the regular battalion formations. As 
this latter is not materially hampered 
by the absence of some of its members, 
it is to be hoped that this part of the 
program will be restored another year, 
and even more interest in this era of 
military preparedness. 

Let us hope that Auburn will never 
get large enough to have a “studentless 
Commencement.” Why should we de¬ 
sire to imitate the larger universities? 
The name “Auburn” carries with it a 
special brand of loyalty and enthusiasm 
not found in those larger places. Let 
us not destroy it, but have our own 
distinctive kind of Commencement. 

Sincerelv, 

L. W.'DUFFEE, ’04. 

A BAD CITIZEN TO THE ALUMNI 
SECRETARY. 

Are you a “Lost” Alumnus? 

(The following article is taken from 
the Columbia Alumni News, and is pub¬ 
lished with apologies to “Morningside.” 
The article is of timely interest to Au¬ 
burn men for just now the alumni secre¬ 
tary is attempting to publish alumni 
catalogue and is having great difficulty 
in locating some of the alumni. I fear 
we have too many alumni in group 5; 
certainly we have too few in group 2. 
We are hunting for a number of “lost” 
men and will publish a list in the next 
issue of the Alumnus. We are also 
going to have great reunions for the 
1917 Commencement. When the “class 
spirit” begins to work on you as it has 


oft “Morningside” then make your plans 
to come to Auburn.—Ed.) 
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Dear Mr. Secretary: 

Neither since graduation nor before 
have l been a good citizen of the class. 

I have been only vaguely aware that 
such a thing as the “Class of —” existed. 
Columbia wasn’t strong on classes in my 
day. One day, after we had been out 
about ten years, I happened to consult 
“Tacks” Connor on a matter of business, 
and we made out that we were both 
members of the Class of —. Connor’s 
partner, Wilson, stood by and burst out 
laughing—Wilson is a Yale man. Said 
he, “This is the second man Connor has 
met this week and discovered he was 
a classmate. Why, I know every member 
of my class so that 1 could tell him at a 
hundred yards.” Well, so it was at that 
time; and there was a reason for it. It 
was because Columbia went on the prin¬ 
ciple that men were freer if their rela¬ 
tions were just matters of personal 
choice and interest. They din’t want any 
connections which came solely from the 
artificial fact that they were inhabitants 
of the same spot on the calendar. This 
was not indifference; it was an ideal 
which had a real value. But you can 
see one of the results. 

It is that there wasn’t any such thing 
in reality of a Class of —. There was a 
bunch of men who represented the class 
officially, and who took the trouble to 
do the clerical work, drum up the men to 
class dinners and all that sort of thing. 
We all knew that such men existed; we 
were willing they should represent the 
class, because they were willing to take 
the trouble that went along with the 
glory; and more than that, we were, I 
believe, grateful to them for the faithful 
work they did. At the same time we all 
knew that there were comparatively few 
who were near enough, so to speak, to 
hear the band. I dare say it has flitted 
across the mind of many a member of 
this supposed entity, since college days, 
that it would be interesting to have set 
before us a diagram something like the 
one at the top of this column. 

It wquldn’t be a hard thing to make 
up. Groups 1, 2 and 3 are known. You, 
5. The rest are the remainder. They 
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ought to be shown up. I am one off 
them. And then the question would 
arise: What is the relation between the 
group 1-2-3 and the group 4-5? Some¬ 
times one fancies that it is that of com¬ 
plete mutual indifference. That would 
not he at all surprising; that is, if we 
could keep up the tine indifference with 
which we left the academic shades. 
But, the curious thing is—we can’t! 

For, somehow, time makes a difference. 
At least, it seems so to my own hardened 
character. 

Nothing has happened to me, so far 
as the class is concerned; yet the simple 
fact of our belonging to the same genera¬ 
tion of Columbia men begins to seem 
significant. You probably know, Mr. 
Secretary, whether this is a case of the 
“pathos of distance” or not. But il com¬ 
pels me to speculate a little, and among 
other things to write you this letter. 
What if this mystical feeling should 
grow? Before many years our twenty- 
fifth will be here; and if we are to be a 
class, il is time to be about it. I should 
like to see it happen; and so I lay before 
you the crude notions that occur to me, 
from examining my own state of mind. 
Some of the other had men may be like 
me. 

“All live associations are based on 
some common interest.” I once heard a 
professor say that. Well, what common 
interest have we? Columbia, of course. 
But Columbia means so many different 
things to different men that only an 
omniscient class government could drum 
out a note that all of us would respond to. 

For instance, there is athletic Colum¬ 
bia. That interests almost all of us. It 
interests me more than a little. Between 
you and me, though, my technical and 
historical knowledge of games and play¬ 
ers is limited, and wherever this is the 
main lead, 1 incline to drop out before 
long. I am afraid 1 would never make 
the journey from here to New York for 
a love-feast on this theme. 

Then there is fraternity Columbia, 
social Columbia, money-spending and 
convivial Columbia. It is natural that 
the reminiscent note should bring these 
picturesque and cheerful aspects upon 
the event of a class dinner. I think I 
can claim to be convivial in a quiet way 
myself, hut I have to leave excellence 
in these matters to others, especially 
when the purse is heavily involved. I 
enjoy these sides of the picture, much as 
1 enjoy a handsome poster—at a distance, 
and without any desire to be one. We 
may as well remember that these inter¬ 
ests and tastes in our college days had 
a certain exclusive and line-drawing 
character; 1 think you will find that they 
always have. When you come out strong 
on these points of a class event, it sounds 
jolly and hospitable; but T think as a 
matter of psychology that invariably the 
note which attracts some will repel 


others. We can never have a genuine 
class while these interests are foremost. 

There is also still another Columbia 
—many another Columbia, I should say; 
but one occurs to me as hopeful. It is 
the Columbia that provoked in us some 
kind of—what shall 1 say?—philosophy 
of life. I wonder if this is the thing 
that grows stronger in us as we grow 
older? 1 sometimes think, Mr. Secretary, 
that there is such a thing as a spiritual 
Columbia, surely a highly vague “propo¬ 
sition,” hut having what you might call 
an intellectual or patriotic character, or 
what not. But Heavens! how could this 
sort of thing be worked into a class func¬ 
tion without spoiling it? 

It dawns on me that, after all, every 
“interest” you can mention is a principle 
of separation as well as unity, and be¬ 
sides, that it more or less spoils the 
thing itself to single it out and hammer 
on it. The bond of a class must be, at 
bottom, a network of personal friend¬ 
ships with a great unanalyzed thing call¬ 
ed Old Columbia in the background, that 
will resound to any note you call out. 

By the way, did I see the name of T- 

among our lost men? I think I know 
him. I believe he is something of a 
poet. Why not give him the megaphone? 
He might do the miracle, and turn the 
din of echoes into something like music. 

Very likely we are in a healthy condi¬ 
tion, Mr. Secretary, each of us pegging 
along in his own groove, and serving 
Columbia after his own fashion. I only 
inflict this outburst upon you as a relief 
for my own conscience, which has a 
habit of taking a bite whenever a class 
circular comes around. After reading 
it you will probably advise me to con¬ 
tinue being a bad citizen of the class as 
I always have been; and after writing it, 
I have some premonition of turning over 
.a new leaf. For I can’t see what induces 
me to put these weird notions to paper, 
unless it is the “class spirit” at work 
on me. 

Yours hopefully. 

MORNINGSIDE. 


PERSONALS. 


J. E. ThreadgilJ, ’09, and Miss Minnie 
Lee Smith, of Troy, Ala., were married 
a few days ago. Threadgill is a Veteri¬ 
narian in Troy. 


Buckner Beasley, ex-1900, and family, 
formerly of Montgomery, have recently 
gone to Spanish Honduras. 


R. H. Liddell, ’08, and Miss Laura Hel- 
sell, of Fort Dodge, Iowa, were married 
a few days ago. They will make their 
home in Camden, Ala. 
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Robert Dennis, ’16, is head of the De¬ 
partment of Animal Industry in the High 
School at Magnolia, Ark. 


Eugene Eaton, ’ll, formerly instructor 
at Howard College, is now representing 
the American Book Company in Alabama. 


C. S. Ridgeway, who has a good posi¬ 
tion in the A. & M. of Texas, at College 
Station, recently visited Auburn. 


Frank Ordway, who is representing 
The American Book Co., in Southern 
Alabama, is making Auburn his head¬ 
quarters. 


R. M. Boykin, ’97, is an electrical engi¬ 
neer with the North Coast Power Co., 
Portland, Oregon. 


Raleigh W. Greene, ’92, is President 
of the State Normal School at Mound- 
ville, Ala. 


Ethridge J. Garrison, ’80, is Judge of 
the Clay County Law and Equity Court 
and makes his home at Ashland, Ala. 

W. P. Watkins, ’07, is Vice-President 
of the W. L. Brissey Lumber Company, 
of Anderson, S. C. 


A. J. Hawkins, ’08, and who received 
the degree of C. E. at the 1916 Com¬ 
mencement for excellent professional 
work, is connected with the H. S. Jaudon 
Engineering Company, of Savannah, Ga. 


Dr. W. S. Rutledge, ’00, is a prominent 
physician and surgeon of Ruston, La. 
He is President of the Parish Board of 
Health and Secretary-Treasurer of the 
Fifth District Medical Society. 


W. E. Elsberry, Jr., ’08, is manager of 
the famous Primrose Farm, near Mont¬ 
gomery, Ala., and was prominently 
identified with the staging of the Live 
Stock Show which was such a success. 


Prof. W. L. Fleming, ’96, is Professor 
of History in the Louisiana State Univer¬ 
sity, Baton Rouge, La. His wife, nee 
Miss Mary Wright Boyd, is also a grad¬ 
uate of Auburn, and was a popular mem¬ 
ber of the class of 1898. 


Harry H. Smith, ’95, is manager of the 
W. B. Catlett Electric Co., of Richmond, 
Va. His wife will be remembered as 
Miss Julia Hill Moore of the Class of 
1898. 


John McDuffie, 04, is one of the most 
prominent attorneys of South Alabama, 
and is a solicitor of the First Circuit of 
Alabama. 


W. A. Tippin, ’96, is President of the 
Palm Development Company, one of the 
largest real estate companies of Pensa¬ 
cola, Fla. 


Henry A. Skeggs, ’01, is manager of an 
antique and novelty shop in Chattanooga, 
Tenn. 

John S. Black, ’00, is General Manager 
of The Eureka Company, North East, Pa. 


Jas. R. Black, ’06, is an electrical in¬ 
spector for the Louisiana Fire Preven¬ 
tion Bureau, of New Orleans, La. 


E. A. Dillard, ’12, is an electrical engi¬ 
neer with the New England Power Co., 
of Worcester, Mass. 
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THIS CARD HAS BEEN MAILED TO ALL ALUMNI. IF YOU 
HAVE NOT FILLED OUT ONE OF THESE CARDS YOU SHOULD 
FILL OUT THIS BLANK AND MAIL AT ONCE TO 

J. B. LOVELACE, Auburn, Ala. 


Name _ 

Street and No. _ 

P. O. and State _,_ 

Class of __ Degree 


(If any) 


Business 


(Stale nature of work engaged in) 


{If employed by some corporation or firm state name of concern here) 

Remarks _ 

1 am enclosing $2.50_ for a gear's subscription 

( M . O. or Check) 

to the AUBURN ALUMNUS, and ALUMNI DUES for 1916-17. 
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“A SQUARE” DEAL 

for everybody is the “Spalding 
Policy.” We guarantee each buy¬ 
er of an article bearing the Spald¬ 
ing Trade-Mark that such article 
will give satisfaction and a reason¬ 
able amount of service. 

Send for our catalogue, 

A. G. SPALDING & BROS. 

74 N. Broad St., Atlanta, Ga. 

BOOK BINDING 

IN ALL ITS BRANCHES 

LIBRARY BINDING, including Public, Uni¬ 
versity, Professional, School, and Private, given 
special attention. Everything in Books, Maga¬ 
zines, Journals, Etc. 

My Specialty. Promptness, Accurracy, Hones 
Work, Moderate Prices. 

My Rejerences: Any or all my customers. Let 
me give you a jevo. 

PAUL F. ROTHPLETZ 

Room 10 Potter Bldg. 1917 1-2 First Ave. 

_ Birmignham, Alabama 

New York 

O. ELLERY EDWARDS, Jr., ’94 
Attorney-At-Law 

Patents, Trade-Marks, Copyrights 

_ Woolworth Building 

Birmingham, Ala. 

W. K. TERRY, ’90 
Attorney-At-Law 

Room 1018, Jefferson Co. Bank Bldg. 
Birmingham, Ala. 

MARTIN J. LIDE, ’02 
Consulting Electrical and 

_ Mechanical Engineer 

Washington, D. C. 

JOHN H. HOLT, ’93 
United States and Foreign 

Patents Trade Marks 
McGill Building. _ 

BOWEN TEACHERS’ AGENCY 

Personally recommends deserving 
teachers for all classes of Teaching Posi¬ 
tions. There is a good position for every 
First-Class Teacher in Alabama, if you 
are available. Let us help you find a 
suitable position. Write today for par¬ 
ticulars. 

JOHN S. THORN, Manager 
1021-22 First National Bank Building 
BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 


Economy 

Uniforms 

ARE 

The 

Famous 

Kalamazoo 

Made to wear well, fit 
well, and give perfect 
satisfaction. 

That is why A. P. I. 
cadets have worn them 
for many years. 

Headquarters for mili¬ 
tary equipments. 

THE 

Henderson-Ames Co. 

Kalamazoo, Michigan. 


s FOR YOUR DEN 5 

^BEAUTIFUL COLLEGE PENNANTS * 7 

YALE and HARVARD, 

Each 9in. x 24 in. 
PRINCETON, CORNELL, 
MICHIGAN 
Each 7 in. x 21 in. 

4—PENNANTS, Size 12x30—4 
Any Leading Colleges of 
Your Selection 


All of our best quality, in their 
proper colors, with colored em¬ 
blems. 

Either assortment, for limited 
time, sent postpaid for 50 cents and 
five stamps to cover shipping cost. 

Write us for prices before plac¬ 
ing orders for felt novelties of all 
kinds. 

The Gem City Novelty Co 

22 Bittner Street, 

Dayton, Ohio. 


C. L. Ruth & Son 
Jewelers - Opticians 

15 Dexter Avenue - Montgomery, Ala. 

Special attention given to spectacle repairing 
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Alabama Polytechnic Institute 

“ALBURN” 


The Oldest School of Technology in the South 


Summer Session, June 8-July 19, 1916 
Next Session Begins Wednesday, September 13, 1916 

69 Professors and Instructors 
886 Students 

20 Well Equipped Laboratories 

* ' v V. 

New- Buildings: Alumni Gymnasium, Smith Dining Hall, Carnegie Library, Agri¬ 
cultural Hall, Broun Engineering Hall, Dairy and Horticultural 
Laboratories and Greenhouses. 

= D EPARTMENT S - . = 

I. ENGINEERING AND Mines —Civil, Electrical, Mechanical, Chemical 
and Mining Engineering, Architecture, Metallurgy, Mechanic Arts, Technical 
Drawing, Machine Design, Etc. 

II. AGRICULTURAL Sciences.— Agriculture, Horticulture, Animal Industry 
Botany, Entomology, Chemistry. 

DEPARTMENT OF PHARMACY—(Four-Year and I'wo-Year Courses) 

III. ACADEMIC—History, English, Mathematics, Latin, German, French, 
Physics and Astronomy, Political Economy, Psychology. 

DEPARTMENT OF Education —Psychology, Educational Psychology, 
Sociology, Educational Sociology, History of Education, Philosophy of Education, 
School Supervision and Administration, Methodology. 

IV. Veterinary Medicine. 

EXPENSES—Free tuition to residents of Alabama. $20.00 to non-residents. 
Board in Dormitory and with private families. 

For Catalogue and Further Information Address 

CHARLES C. THACH, President auburn, ala. 


Mention The Alumnus 




